SUMMARY Sixty-six circumcised men and 69 uncircumcised men, both heterosexual and homosexual, had specimens taken from the coronal sulcus and meatus of the penis. Yeasts were isolated at similar rates in both the circumcised (14%) and uncircumcised (17 %) men. The circumcised men had significantly fewer symptoms (P=0-0058). Therefore the female partners of both circumcised and uncircumcised men are exposed to similar rates of yeast infection despite the absence of symptoms in circumcised men. Eighty per cent of the female contacts of yeast-positive men had yeast infection while 32 % of the contacts of yeast-negative men were affected. This difference was statistically significant (0-05>P>0-025). Men with non-specific genital infection seemed more likely to carry yeasts than men with gonorrhoea or normal men.
Introduction
The source of infection of vulvovaginal candidosis is of great importance as candidal infection is now one of the commonest conditions seen in clinics. Recurrent genital candidosis is at present a difficult problem, and this study is part of a larger project.
Although it has been considered that uncircumcised men are more likely to carry candidal species than circumcised men (Hilton and Warnock, 1975; Curzen, 1976) (Fisher, 1958 (Rodin and Kolator, 1976) . The fact that the yeast isolation rate was the same in both circumcised and uncircumcised men suggests that the presence or absence of the prepuce has no effect on the carriage of yeasts on the penis. This is (Hilton and Warnock, 1975; Curzen, 1976 It is difficult to persuade asymptomatic men to attend a clinic, and they could therefore be a greater source of infection to their female contacts than uncircumcised men who are more likely to seek help because of their symptoms. In contrast with earlier reports that uncircumcised men carry yeasts (Hilton and Warnock, 1975; Curzen, 1976) The results showed that in this series more men with non-specific infection (20%) carried yeasts than men with no abnormalities or with gonorrhoea (7 % and 9 %).
In this study the species of yeast were not identified but a recent study of women with recurrent genital yeast infection attending the department using the same cultural methods, showed that 84 % were Candida albicans, a figure similar to that obtained by Rodin and Kolator (1976 
